
FOREWORD.
THE COUNTRY.

If we include the Agencies and Native States, Balochistan

covers no less than 131,855 square miles. These figures are

arrived at as follows :

—

miles

1. Native States of Kalat and Las Bela , 78,034

2. Agency Territories .... 44,345

3. British Balochistan .... 9,476

The area of this vast province thus exceeds that of the whole

of the British Isles. Add to this the fact that it is nearly all

mountainous. At first sight the difficulty of governing it appears

stupendous. But, fortuitously or otherwise, we have hitherto

always managed to get the right men there. On the north it is

bounded by Afghanistan and the North-West Frontier Province
;

on the south by the Arabian Sea ; on the east by Sindh, the

Panjab, and in part by the North-West Frontier Province. On

the west lies Persia.

There are a number of salt-water swamps near the coast, but

of lakes proper there are none of any importance. The Hamun-i-

.Maslikel and Hamun-i-Lora are lakes at certain seasons only,

after heavy floods, that is to say. In Las Bela we have the

Siranda Lagoon.

The Hingol is the principal river in the country. Most of the

others are mere streams, which often during a spate become

raging torrents. The regular monsoon, the mainstay of India, is

unknown in Balochistan. Speaking of the country as a whole,

tlie average yearly rainfall is probably not more than 8 inches.

There are only six towns in this unwieldy territory, and some-

what less than three thousand villages. The reason for this is

that the people as a rule are nomads, men and women who appear

to have an inherited dislike of stationary town-life, and even of

permanent village-hfe. Their choice of life is still to a large

extent that of the care-free wanderer.

Quetta was permanently occupied by us in 1877, in accordance

with an agreement made with one Mir Khudadad Khan, the then
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chief of Kalat. This took place about the commencement of the

successful regime of the famous Sir Robert Sandeman.
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